MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER   YET
become part of the German fighting-machine and, that all the
foodstuff wealth of Hungary will be at the disposal of Germany.
In Czechoslovakia, as you will see if you look at the map, the
easternmost part of the Rump Republic, after the German road
has been built across the waist of the land, remains outside the
frontiers of the Reich — a tongue reaching out towards Rumania,
Poland, and the Ukraine. Within the German wall are the Czech
lands, Bohemia and Moravia; outside it remain Slovakia and the
easternmost province of Czechoslovakia, that little backward,
seldom-heard-of country which was called Ruthenia.
Inside the wall Czechia, as I write, is in complete subjugation
to the Reich. It is a German-guarded compound, a concentration
camp on the colossal scale, but its domestic regime still retains
(as I write) the traces of its love for democracy, parliamentary
politics and constitutionalism. The love of the Czechs for these
things is so great, that they will be difficult to root out, though
they will grow less and less, and some form of Fascism will take
shape. Knowing that Czechia is in any case securely in its hands,
the Reich may let them play with these things.
Slovakia is already Fascist, with a monopolistic party, Storm
Troopers, beatings-up, a concentration camp for Marxists, and the
like. The Catholic lands always yield more readily to this system
than those with a Protestant tradition; the Catholic Church has
often been among the cruellest and most ruthless of the oppressors,
and Catholic parties, in all such countries, avidly grasp at the
cliance of a strong-hand regime when one offers.
It is an illusion to think that the antagonism between National
Socialism, Fascism or whatever you like to call it and the Catholic
Church, in those countries where clericalism is a major political
force, is based on a clash between the ideal of humanity and the
doctrine of inhumanity. It is a clash between self-interested groups
each avid for political power. In Slovakia, incidentally, where
there is a fairly strong and well-organized German National-
Socialist minority, particularly in the capital Bratislava, the two
are at present working hand-in-hand, reconciled for the nonce in
the division of the spoil.

